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BRADLEY GERNAND:
Falls Church During the Civil War

Shortly after hostilities opened in South Carolina,
the seat of war shifted to the Falls Church area as
the Confederacy occupied the hills overlooking
Washington D.C. Falls Church and its hills were
described as "the key to Washington" after the first
battle of Bull Run early in the War.

After the battles shifted elsewhere Falls Church
faded from the headlines but continued to experi-
ence the very worst of modern civil war: broken
hearths and homes, ruined crops and fields, and
open and lethal warfare.

Falls Church would earn its place in history in a duo
of military "firsts"--- the first aerially directed bom-
bardment of a human settlement, and the first use of
aerial reconnaissance in war, by hot-air balloon.

This is the story of a Virginia village, as told by the
villagers themselves. How they approached and
were consumed by political and military apocalypse
is a fascinating tale---and applicable to us today.

BRADLEY GERNAND: Our December
Speaker

Mr. Bradley E. Gernand is a native of Antlers, Okla-
homa.

A childhood spent among the Indians awakened in
him an avid interest in history early on. He was
graduated from the University of Oklahoma with a
degree in journalism and spent two years in post-
graduate studies in American Indian history. He is
an officer in the Naval Reserve and has served in
the fleet information command in the Pentagon.

Happy Holidays

Snowy Morning on Picket — from Harper’'s Weekly, 1864
(Fort Ward’'s website)

Mr. Gernand has also served as an archivist in the
National Archives and for ten years was a Senior
Archivist in the Library of Congress. He now man-
ages library and information services for the Insti-
tute for Defense Analysis, a congressionally funded
think tank serving the Secretary of Defense, the
Joint Chiefs of Staff and the unified military com-
mands.

Mr. Gernand is the co-author, with Nan Netherton,
of the book “Falls Church: A Virginia Village Re-
visited in 1999”. |t was published to commemorate
the 300th anniversary of the founding of Falls
Church. His most recent book was published in
2002 and has for its title “A Virginia Village Goes
to War: Falls Church During the Civil War”. He
resides in Falls Church.
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CORRECTION — OX HILL UPDATE

The article on Ox Hill by Ed Wenzel in the Novem-
ber issue contained two typographical errors. Here
are the corrections.

1. In the first sentence, Kate Hanley is referred to
as 'Board Director'. The title should be 'Board
Chairman'.

2. On page 3, subparagraph 2), second sentence
reads: 'This "non-appropriated" fund and all interest
earned remains within the fund until the end of the
fiscal year when it is transferred to a "Fund 371
Contingency Project."

The sentence should read: 'This IS A "non-
appropriated” fund and all interest earned re-
mains within the fund until the end of the fiscal year
when it is transferred to a "Fund 371 Contingency

Project."'
THANKS

TO EVERYONE WHO
VOLUNTEERED
THEIR TIME DURING

THE BRISTOE STA-

— Maureen

TION PROJECT

2
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The President’s Column by Keith Young

As a fitting cap to the Round Table's efforts at the
Bristoe Station battlefield, we were pleased to have
Todd Berkoff make an excellent presentation last
month on the October 1864 engagement. Our thanks
to you, Todd, for giving us a great explanation of what
happened there!

At our December meeting we are looking forward to
having Bradley Gernand bring us more information on
the Civil War right here in our neighborhood. Join us
and learn about the part that Falls Church played and
how the town fared during the war.

As the end of the year approaches, please support
your Round Table by paying your dues for next
year as soon as you can. Your dues are vital to our
programs and we need your participation, too! We
have accomplished a lot this year, but there is much
still to be done.

The election of new officers at the next meeting signi-
fies that another year is added to the history of the
Bull Run Civil War Round Table.

During this year | have been privileged to work with so
many of you in our tours, projects and preservation
efforts. It has also been a great pleasure for me to
learn from our great guest speakers right along with
all of you.

| have every confidence that the Round Table will
continue to grow and that the friendly and cooperative
spirit that has become our hallmark will become even
stronger and more evident. Our common bond, an
interest in and appreciation of a critical period in the
history of our country, helps us understand, honor and
preserve the history and heritage of our Nation. My
thanks to you, the membership, for your support dur-
ing the past year.

Keep up the good work!
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FREDERICKSBURG TOUR

'" '5% If you want to walk in the foot-
steps of the “Gallant Pelham’ or
L. revisit the important sites related
Wl 10 the Battle of Fredericksburg,
i8] /3 December 1862, then join us
% on our fall tour.

|
o,

Date: Saturday 13 December 2003

Assembly Location/Time:

If you want to carpool to the battlefield,
meet at the Centreville Library parking
lot - we will depart at 7:45 AM sharp.
If you choose to drive on your own, §
meet the group at Chatham (Lacy
House), at 9:00 AM. (Driving time from
Centreville is about 1 hour 10 min-
utes).

ltinerary:

We will visit the upper pontoon crossing site and the
Prospect Hill sites in the morning. After lunch we will
focus on the Marye’s Heights portion of the battlefield
near the Visitor Center. We should finish between
3:00 and 4:00 PM.

Holiday gifts for the soldiers — Winslow Homer
(Fort Ward’s website)
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Lunch:

We will complete the morning portion of the tour
around noon. You can either pack a lunch or —
there are places along Highway 3 that you might like
to try.

Weather Cancellation:

If it is raining we will reschedule the tour. | plan to send
out an e-mail cancellation announcement on Saturday
morning so please make sure | have your
qaddress. If you don’t have e-mail please
make arrangements with someone who
does or let me know so | can call you.

Fee: Free!

Chief Tour Guide:

Kevin Anastas
(703) 266-1265
E-mail kka2@cox.net

BRCWRT RAFFLE — Mort Kunstier print

Ellen Jones, owner of The Irish Collection, donated a
beautifully framed, triple matted, Mort Kunstler print
entitled “The Fighting 69™” (General Meagher and
the Irish Brigade — Fredericksburg, Va. Dec. 2”",
1862) to the BRCWRT for a fund-raising event. Bob
Hickey is running the raffle; tickets are $10 (only 30
sold). Drawing at the Dec. 11 meeting.

If you want to be in the drawing send Bob a $10
check payable to:

BRCWRT at 10114 Glenmere Rd., Fairfax, Virginia
22032 and he will put your name in the box. If you
are looking for some exquisite Christmas gifts from
Ireland, take a trip down to Ellen’s shop where you
will find lots of Irish stuff; apparel, crystal etc. — and
good prices!

The Irish Collection:
125 Mill St., Occoquan, Virginia 22125
703-492-9383
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Preservation Corner by John P. McAnaw

FIRST HAND ACCOUNTS OF CONFEDERATE
GRAVES AT CAMP JONES AND THE BRISTOE
STATION BATTLEFIELD

BRCWRT members John Pearson and Chuck
Siegel recently sent me four more eyewitness ac-
counts regarding the wartime situation vicinity Bris-
toe Station. To refresh your memory, the term
“Camp Jones” was used by Confederates in August-
September 1861 to describe the sprawling regimen-
tal camps around Bristoe Station and nearby Broad
Run.

All four accounts include commentary concerning
Confederate graves in the area. So, courtesy of
John and Chuck, pertinent information is included in
the following three articles.

10™ ALABAMA AT BRISTOE STATION

After recovering from measles, Pvt. Bailey G.
McClelen of Co. D rejoined his unit, the 10" AL Vol.
Inf. Regt. on 1 August 1861 at its camp located
close to Bull Run and about seven miles from Ma-
nassas Junction. He was sickened by what he saw.
Dead soldiers and horses, killed on 21 July, lay in
the stream. Bull Run was the only source of water
for the regiment until holes were later dug to filter in
less contaminated water.

On 4 August the regiment marched to a campsite
near Bristoe Station. According to McClelen, the
more elevated terrain and a “good spring of water”
made it preferable to its previous location. How-
ever, disease traveled with the Alabamians.
McClelen wrote “Measles and brain fever were two
uncompromising maladies. Qur camp became a
general field hospital.” (** see Note **)

Based on limited available information, the 10" AL
apparently remained vicinity Bristoe Station until 21
Sept 1861. On that date the main body marched to
a new camp near Centreville. The convalescing
sick, however, remained behind until well enough to
rejoin the regiment.

McClelen recalled, “The death roll and discharges
for disability at Bristoe reduced our ranks considera-
bly. Burial of the dead was a daily occurrence at
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Bristoe; military homage was paid to the remains of
each departed soldier by the comrades discharging a
musketry volley over the grave of the deceased at the
interment. Reports of musketry could be heard
throughout the camping grounds of the entire brigade
and it was a signal well understood.”

According to McClelen, ten members of Co. D died
there. One deceased soldier was Frank Leather-
wood. Photographs of his headstone were taken
about 20 years ago and still exist. The headstone has
since “disappeared”. Perhaps one day it will reap-
pear.

Source: McClelen, Bailey G. “I Saw the Elephant: the
Civil War Experiences of Bailey George McClelen,
Company D, 10™ Alabama Infy” Burd St. Press, Ship-
pensburg, PA 1995, pp 16-17.

IRON BRIGADE MEMBERS REPORT ON THE
GRAVES VICINITY BRISTOE STATION

In a letter dated 12 April 1862 and bylined “Bristol”
(sic) VA, a member of the 7" Wisconsin Vol. Inf. Regt.
wrote: “On our way back to camp we passed two
groups of secesh graves, the one belonging to a Mis-
sissippi regiment and the other to the Tenth Alabama
volunteers. In the latter group we counted eighty-two
graves. They had, as the head boards indicated, died
during the months of August and September, 1861.”

Another correspondent from the 7™ Wisconsin noted
that: “The 10" Alabama regiment lost 103 men in
three months, 78 of whom are buried near their camp-
grounds...”

This soldier also reported a burial ground “near Ma-
nassas” containing 228 graves and stated that “The
aggregate number here and at Centreville amounts to
over 2700 aside from those buried on the fields of bat-
tle.”

Source: www.secondwi.com This website has a sec-
tion consisting of soldiers’ letters from Wisconsin
units.

** Note **: the underline is John McAnaw’s inclusion.
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Preservation — continued from page 4
— continued on page 5, column 1

A UNION SURGEON REMEMBERS THE BRISTOE
STATION BATTLEFIELD

Dr. J. Franklin Dyer of Gloucester, MA was the sur-
geon of the 19" MA Vol. Inf. Regt. from 3 Aug 1861 —
28 Aug 1864. By all accounts he was an outstanding
physician who was greatly respected by the soldiers
of this distinguished regiment. His recollections of
the Bristoe Station Campaign are worth reading.

Regarding the Battle of Bristoe Station he noted that
casualties in the 3™ Division, II Corps, of which the
19" MA was part, were less than 200 and that “The
action was at closer quarters than usual and was a
grand sight to see.”

On 19 Oct 1863 he revisited the battlefield and wrote
the following in his journal: “There was abundant evi-
dence of the severe loss on their side. Their dead
were buried in trenches, and part of them were
marked, but most were not. With four yards of where
their battery stood, seventeen dead horses lay, and
they were scattered through the woods and fields.
We found earthworks they had thrown up during the
night, and the evidence of their whole army being
encamped here. We whipped them badly.”

Source: Dyer, J. Franklin. “The Journal of a Civil
War Surgeon” (edited by Michael B. Chesson), Uni-
versity of Nebraska Press. Lincoln, NE. 2003. pp

*** DUES NOTICE ***

THE PROUD” .DURING

OUT ‘THE CHEAP A
THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON!
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LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN —
March for Preservation

— Submitted by Dan Paterson
To the BRCWRT membership:

| want to personally thank each and every
member of the BRCWRT who contributed to
the March for Preservation at Lookout Moun-
tain.

We all successfully reached the top of the
mountain Sunday morning, 23 November and
then had our image taken on Lookout Point.

Thanks to your contributions, / raised in total
$118.00. Collectively, our group raised over
$2,700.00 to be contributed to preservation ef-
forts in and around Lookout Mountain Battle-
field Park.

The Civil War Preservation Trust is handling
the monies we collected so they are in good
hands. It was a grueling march up the moun-
tain but it was well worth it to support a good
cause as well as an experience that will last a
lifetime. Many thanks again for your total sup-
port.

W. Dan Paterson, Jr.
24 November 2003

View From Way Back — submitted by Keith Young

Anecdote of Stonewall Jackson

At a council of generals early in the war, one re-
marked that Major was wounded, and
would not be able to perform a duty that it was
proposed to assign him. "Wounded!" said Jack-
son. "If it really is so, | think it must have been by
an accidental discharge of his duty."

From “The Civil War in Song and Story. 1860-
1865” Collected and arranged by Frank Moore,
1882, p 123.

— Keth
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BRISTOE STATION PROJECT UPDATE — by John McAnaw

Part |, contained in the November 2003 issue of
The Stone Wall, covered events that occurred on
the CENTEX Tract through 19 October 2003. To
refresh the reader, the CENTEX Tract consists of
341 acres and includes much of the core area of
the Bristoe Station Battlefield of 14 October 1863
and some, but certainly not all, of the Confederate
regimental camps of the summer of 1861 that
were collectively known as Camp Jones.

At an, as yet, unspecified date in the future, ap-
proximately 127 acres of the CENTEX Tract will
be turned over to the Civil War Preservation Trust
(CWPT). The remaining 214 acres will be devel-
oped by CENTEX and transformed into the ‘New
Bristow Village.’

The Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV) led by
Robert W. “Red” Barbour, Sr. was given 120 days
by CENTEX to search for Confederate graves in
the 214 acres scheduled for development. The
deadline for the completion of the SCV search for
graves was ironically 11 November 2003 — Veter-
ans’ Day. Members of the BRCWRT supported
the SCV efforts to locate cited graves.

For reasons discussed in Part 1, the search got off
to a slow start. One key reason was that it took
time for the SCV to raise sufficient money to fund
helicopter thermal imaging missions and to get
needed heavy equipment (and operators) for the
project. To give you an idea of the operational ex-
penses, a helicopter cost $750 per hour and a
bulldozer $1,140 for two days. Fortunately “Red”
Barbour, with some help from members of the
BRCWRT was able to raise the needed funds for
the project. Finally, on 11 and 12 October, a bull-
dozer was used for the first time to make exten-
sive cuts into terrain suspected of containing
graves. On that weekend, a limited number of
relic hunters, equipped with metal detectors, were
employed for the first time.

On the weekend of 25-26 October, significant pro-
gress was made in the search for the graves.

Two functioning bulldozers, along with two skilled
equipment operators, were used to make cuts in
designated areas. Many linear yards of cuts were
made. Also, the number of personnel using metal
detectors was increased over the number utilized

on 11-12 October, 2003. Some common relics and a
trash pit were found but no graves. The following
BRCWRT members participated in the search that
weekend:

25 October 26 October
Howard Ewing Mark Knowles
Ken Jones Dale Maschino

John Pearson
Bev Regeimbal
Keith Young

Mark Knowles
Bev Regeimbal
Keith Young

As information: in addition to “Red” Barbour, other key
personnel involved in the CENTEX Tract Project were
Jim Burgess, Prince William County Historical Commis-
sion; Patrick O’Neill, archaeologist employed by the
SCV; Christina Jurikowic, Thunderbird archaeologist
employed by CENTEX; Sarah Richards of the CWPT;
Dr. Bill Hanna, Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) opera-
tor/specialist, employed by CENTEX; and Mike O’Don-
nell, well known author/publisher of numerous books on
Civil War and World War Il relics. It was through Mike
O’Donnell’s sustained efforts that the SCV was able to
get heavy equipment plus operators for the project.
Bulldozers were in short supply. Also of note, a very
knowledgeable “dowser’ from Indiana, David
Longstreet, ably assisted in locating sites of disturbed
earth on the property. He had a wealth of information
on the Bristoe Station area.

— continued on page 7, column 1

“Christmas Eve” — from Harper's Weekly,
1862
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BRISTOE STATION PROJECT UPDATE — continued from page 6

On the weekends of 1-2 November and 8-9 Novem-
ber the search for Confederate graves continued
without success. Some common relics were found,
but nothing of consequence. Numerous extensive
cuts were made by the bulldozers, with emphasis on
the terrain west and southwest of the 10" Alabama
cemetery, which is located in the ‘saved’ area that
eventually will be turned over to the CWPT. Unfor-
tunately, | have only a partial list of Round Table
members who participated in the work during these
two weekends. A complete list will be in the next
newsletter.

I will also include a final wrap-up of the CENTEX
Tract project in the January 2004 newsletter. How-
ever, | do want to pass on at this time that, without
exception, comments made by the key project per-
sonnel regarding participating Round Table mem-
bers were complimentary.

By far, the BRCWRT had more participants in the
CENTEX Tract Project than any other group. Presi-
dent Keith Young led by example and he was
backed up by a solid contingent of Round Table
members who completed the tasks given them by
‘Red” Barbour of the SCV. We played by the rules
and made a positive contribution to the overall ef-
fort. Members such as Keith Young, Mark Knowles,
John Pearson, Ken Jones and Bev Regeimbal went
out of their way to share their knowledge and help
fellow co-workers.

| believe that every participating Round Table mem-
ber not only enjoyed their time on the site but also
appreciated the opportunity to observe the modus
operandi of the archaeologists, the GPR specialists
and the bulldozer operators. Also, it was an educa-
tional experience to see how various individuals and
groups “interacted” with one another. And leave it
to our medical expert, Surgeon Bev Regeimbal, to
place a severed artificial hand and foot (marked
down Halloween items) in the dirt behind a moving
bulldozer — had a few people “interacting” and
gasping for a while!

“‘Red” Barbour made a special effort to thank the
members of the BRCWRT for their support. He par-
ticularly appreciated the generous donations made
by Round Table members to fund the project.

Some of our members were prominently featured in

photographs contained in the past two issues of his
SCV newsletter, The Firing Line.

| believe that our involvement was a worthwhile ex-
perience. We can truthfully state that we partici-
pated in a concerted effort to locate threatened Con-
federate graves. And we can rest easy knowing that
there were no discernible graves in the areas we
searched. Obviously however, this does not mean
that there are no graves in areas not checked. | can
sum up the results as of 11 November 2003 by
paraphrasing an old baseball cliché, “A lot of hits!
No runs! Some errors!”

— John

WILLIAM J. MORSE — Diary Excerpts,
Christmas 1862 (Fredericksburg)

Wednesday, December 24, 1862

A review of the IX Corps by Generals Burnside and
Sumner takes place on the plain near the Lacy
House. At a similar review of the Il Corps, held
shortly after the battle, at which Generals Burnside
and Sumner were also present, General Sumner di-
rected General Couch, the Corps commander, to
have the men called upon for cheers. Although the
corps and division commanders, and their staffs,
rode along the lines waving their caps or their
swords, only a few derisive cries were heard.

Thursday, December 25, 1862
Christmas came warm and serene, a surprise even
to the citizens of that latitude. Many private boxes
reached the camp in season and these, with a spe-
cial issue of fresh beef and vegetables, made the
occasion an enjoyable one. The night was clear and
the moon at its full. It was no hour for strife or bitter-
ness. Where but a few days before the hot muzzles
of a hundred and more cannon on each side hurled
death across the narrow valley, now stood various
military bands playing the old time tunes of the union
to the listening thousands of soldiers. As the night
wore along, as if by a common impulse, the strains of
“‘Home Sweet Home” broke out right, left and center
from friend and foe till the air was tremulous with
melody.

— Maureen
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Flash Back - December 1863
- submitted by Mark Knowles

Dec. 1: Gen. Meade & the Army of the Potomac
failed in their advance at Mine Run. They withdraw
across the Rapidan and set up winter quarters.

Dec. 2: Gen Braxton Bragg turns in his resignation.
Lt. Gen. W.H. Hardee temporarily assumes command
of the Army of Tennessee.

Dec. 3: Gen. Longstreet abandons his siege of Knox-
ville as Union reinforcements advance. He moves his
troops toward winter quarters at Greeneville, TN.

Dec. 7: The 4th session of the Confederate First Con-
gress meets in Richmond, VA. President Davis ad-
dresses the body, putting the most hopeful face he can
on a discouraging year.

Dec. 8: A Northern Copperhead band seizes the Un-
ion merchant ship Chesapeake near Cape Cod; the
vessel is pursued by Federal ships and retaken off the
coast of Canada near Nova Scotia on Dec. 17.

Dec. 9: At his own request, Gen. Burnside is relieved
as Federal commander at Knoxville and is succeeded
by Maj. Gen. J.G. Foster. Burnside has been much
criticized for failing to help Rosecrans at Chattanooga
and for not pursing the retreat of Longstreet. Gen.
Longstreet, covering his political flank, dismisses sev-
eral of his staff pending his charges against them (later
dismissed) for alleged failures in the Knoxville cam-

paign.

Dec. 11: During a light Federal bombardment of Fort
Sumter, a chance shell blows up a powder magazine
within the stronghold; 11 are killed and 41 wounded,
but the defenders still do not give in to Northern pres-
sure.

Dec. 14: The widow of Confederate general B.H.
Helm, who was killed in action at Chickamauga, is
given amnesty by President Lincoln after she swears
allegiance to the Union. Mrs. Helm is the half sister of
Lincoln’s wife, Mary Todd Lincoln.

Dec. 16: President Davis names Gen. J.E. Johnston,
formerly in MS, as permanent successor to Bragg as
commander of the Department of TN.
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Dec. 25: Minor hostilities continue in various thea-
ters. All the military celebrate Christmas as best
they can.

Dec. 31: After a year of setbacks for the Confed-
erate cause, the Richmond Examiner observes,
“Today closes the gloomiest year of our struggle.”
Few in the South would disagree.

Source: The Civil War Day by Day, Edited by
John S. Bowman

— Mark

UPCOMING MEETINGS

8 JANUARY 2004

7:15 PM

GUEST SPEAKER: MIKE O'DONNELL

SUBJECT: SALVAGE ARCHAEOLOGY -
FOLLOWING BEHIND THE BULLDOZERS THAT
VIRTUALLY DESTROYED HISTORIC CENTRE-

VILLE 1986 — PRESENT

DO NOT MISS THIS PRESENTATION. IT WILL
SURPRISE AND DISMAY YOU!!

12 FEBRUARY 2004

7:15 PM

GUEST SPEAKER: ART CANDENQUIST

SUBJECT: DID ANYONE REALLY KNOW
WHAT TIME IT WAS?
TIMEKEEPING DURING THE
WAR BETWEEN THE STATES

STRONGLY RECOMMENDED FOR ALL
SERIOUS STUDENTS OF THE WARI!
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BRCWRT 2004 BUDGET
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APPROVED BUDGET
FOR TAX YEAR 2004

INCOME
Memberships
Miscellaneous

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES

CWPT Membership
Speaker Donations
Incorporation Fee
Miscellaneous
Misc. Office Supplies
Postage Stamps
Post Office Box Rental
Printing - Newsletter
Printing - General
Preservation Donations
Refreshments May
Speaker Meals
Speaker Mileage
Speaker Hotel
Speaker Gifts
WEB URL License [Bi-annual]
(Paid up until 2006)
WEB Site Fee [per yr]
TOTAL EXPENSES

TOTAL INCOME
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME/[LOSS]

Prepared by:Mark Knowles
Treasurer, BRCWRT

BULL RUN CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE

$2175.00

$100.00
$2275.00

$50.00
$420.00
$25.00
$50.00
$25.00
$302.00
$24.00
$552.00
$20.00
$125.00
$62.00
$180.00
$240.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$200.00
$2275.00

$2275.00
$2275.00
$0.00

The Bull Run Civil War Round Table
publishes the STONE WALL monthly.
General Membership meetings are held
at 7:15 PM on the second Thursday of
the month at:

The Centreville Regional Library
14200 St. Germain Drive

Centreville, VA 20121-2299
703.803.2223

For specific meeting dates and infor-
mation, please visit the WEBSITE:
http://bullruncwrt.org

2004 SLATE OF OFFICERS
PRESIDENT: John McAnaw
VICE-PRESIDENT: Charlie Balch
TREASURER: Mark Knowles
SECRETARY: Nancy Anwyll

BRCWRT Board of Directors

President: Keith Young
RKeith_Young@compuserve.com

Vice-President & Preservation:
John McAnaw
703.978.3371

Treasurer: Mark Knowles
703.787.9811

Secretary: Nancy Anwyll
Nanwyll@Patriot.net

At Large:
John DePue
Drew Lavan
Saundra Cox

Field Trips: Kevin Anastas
KKA2@cox.net

Webmaster & Stone Wall Editor:
Maureen Reigh Quinn
MRQuinn@Patriot.net

Submission Deadline

4 issue:
EMBER 23RD
Please submit articles to

KEITH YOUNG OR
MAUREEN QUINN.




