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IN MEMORIAM:

Deborah Fitts
1945-2008

Deborah Fitts at Kearny monument, Ox Hill/Chantilly
battlefield, November 1991. Photo by Ed Wenzel

By Ed Wenzel

Members of the BRCWRT and subscribers to the
Civil War News were saddened to learn of the death of
Deborah Fitts, the paper’s distinguished reporter and
assistant editor, who succumbed to cancer July 17th
after a long battle. Ms. Fitts was the wife of Civil War
historian Clark B. (Bud) Hall who has lectured the Round
Table on the Brandy Station battle and led us on many
tours of the field.

The writer first met Ms. Fitts in 1991 when the
paper asked her to do a story on the Ox Hill/Chantilly
battlefield. Ms. Fitts, a native of Connecticut, was pas-
sionate about historic preservation and Civil War history.
Her article documented the struggle to save a tiny piece
of Ox Hill and helped to spread the news that the battle-
field was not entirely erased.

Ms. Fitts was a prolific writer and often had as
many as 10 or 12 stories on Civil War topics or preser-
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vation in the same issue. For a time in the 1990s she
was also Communications Director for the Civil War
Trust, an antecedent organization of today’s Civil War
Preservation Trust. In 1994 she wrote in-depth articles
on Disney’s America, the giant history theme-park
planned just west of Manassas NBP. Disney threatened
Virginia’s entire northern piedmont and the Mosby Heri-
tage Area with sprawling development, as well as artifi-
cial and sanitized versions of history. But Disney was no
match for Deborah’s pen.

Deborah’s solid reporting and insightful writing
was always fair, always thorough, and never biased.
That was her hallmark. The BRCWRT and the Civil War
community have lost a great reporter, and a real cham-
pion in the battle to protect our Civil War heritage. We
mourn you Deborah, and we thank you for all you gave
to the cause of American history. Our sympathy and
condolences go to her family, and to her devoted hus-
band. Memorial Donations may be made to The Nature
Conservancy, 4245 N. Fairfax Dr. Arlington, VA 22203.

Deborah on Buford’s Knoll, Brandy Station Battlefield on June 7,
2008. Photo by Mike Block

Our sympathy and
condolences go to her family,
and to her devoted husband,

Clark B. (Bud) Hall.
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AFTER ACTION REPORT

BLOOD ON THE RAILS:
Tour of Kettle Run and
Bristoe Station

by Patrick E McGinty

Saturday, July 12, 2008 was a beautiful,
sunny day in Prince William County, Virginia. The sky
was a Columbia blue, and both the humidity and tem-
perature were bearable---if not exactly comfortable.
Twenty-four members of the Bull Run Civil War Round-
table (BRCWRT) assembled at the parking lot at the
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park at 8:30am for
a tour of the battlefield and its immediate surround-
ings. The tour guide was Mike Miller, archivist for the
US Marine Corps at Quantico, Virginia. Mr. Miller is an
acknowledged expert on many military topics, includ-
ing the hostilities at Bristoe Station. Group interest in
the topic was extremely high inasmuch as Mr. Miller
had been the guest speaker of the BRCWRT the previ-
ous Thursday and had stimulated interest in the topic
with a very interesting lecture that included numerous
contemporary maps

After a muster of attendees was taken and
final instructions concerning the use of insect repel-
lants, the need to stay hydrated, etc. were given by
President John McAnaw, the group walked a short dis-
tance up a hill from the parking lot to the site of the
Rollins House (once a private residence, now the prop-
erty of Prince William County). The view from the
yard of the Rollins House affords a panoramic view of
the battlefield with the key geographic points we were
to visit: the village of Bristoe, the Norfolk-Southern
Railroad tracks, and the vegetation concealing Broad
Run and Kettle Run. Using the Socratic method of
teaching Mr. Miller gave the group a general orienta-
tion of the area and noted that he would be emphasiz-
ing throughout the day the importance of knowing
where we were relative to the key geographic points
as well as understanding the importance of terrain and
its impact on military operations, both large and small.
The group then reassembled at the parking lot and
proceeded by car to the village of Bristoe.

Leaving the cars at Bristoe, the group walked a
short distance to the railroad tracks where Mr. Miller
related the story that gave the name to the field trip:
“Blood on the Rails” It seems that during the Second
Manassas Campaign the Yankees had the misfortune
of having their railroad supply line (then a single track
and known during the Civil War period as the Orange
and Alexandria Railroad) cut by Confederates and ow-
ing to the fog of war were unaware of this problem.
The Confederates knew that the Federal supply trains,
now emptied in Alexandria, would be coming back
through Bristoe en route to the other end of their sup-
ply line. Even more to their advantage: the Confeder-
ates judged that the trains would be returning with
several minutes between them---a time interval that
would allow the Rebels to inflict uninterrupted serious

damage. Upon hearing the approach of the first train,
the Confederates threw the switch at Bristoe so that the
approaching train would be sidetracked onto a short sid-
ing. The siding was on a grade, and the train was mov-
ing at approximately fifty miles an hour. The laws of
physics applied then as now, and the cars of the train
accordioned as expected. Wasting no time, the Confed-
erates smashed out the red taillights on the very rear
car, thus precluding any warning to the next train com-
ing down the track, and history repeated itself. To quote
a phrase, “the third time's a charm”. The Federals
caught on, and the Rebels’ fun came to a halt.

The group then traveled by car to highway
bridges straddling both Broad Run and Kettle Run. Dis-
embarking from the cars, the group walked the banks of
Kettle Run and once again gained an appreciation for the
importance of terrain in military operations. The group
then traveled by car to an area that was the scene of
some of the most intense fighting during the Battle of
First Bristoe Station/ Kettle Run (August 27, 1862).
Parking the cars along the road, the group walked across
what at first appeared to be a somewhat level field with
waist-high vegetation. The field ---approximately two
hundred yards wide and five hundred yards long---was
the location of a skirmish between some Louisiana ele-
ments of Ewell’s Division versus elements of Hooker’s
Division and our ambling both across and down the field
proved once again that terrain can make all the differ-
ence in the outcome of a battle. The Confederates were
able to take advantage of another aspect of military ge-
ography: cover and concealment. Several companies of
Federal forces proceeded down the uneven terrain of the
field against some Louisiana infantry troops who had
capitalized on the cover provided by a shallow creek bed
and concealment provided by the surrounding vegeta-
tion. The Union troops had neither cover nor conceal-
ment and paid a huge price in blood. Although not con-
sidered a large operation, the action at First Bristoe re-
sulted in a Confederate victory in August of 1862 and
was significant inasmuch as it provided additional time
for Stonewall Jackson at Manassas to gather his forces in
preparation for future hostilities.

The group then walked back to the cars and pro-
ceeded independently to any one of several nearby res-
taurants for lunch. The cold drinks and air conditioning
were especially welcomed as the heat and humidity con-
tinued to rise.

The afternoon tour addressed the military opera-
tions during the period October 9-20, 1863, with particu-
lar emphasis to those occurring on October 14, and
known as the Second Battle of Bristoe Station. These
actions occurred over essentially the same ground, but
with a decidedly different outcome. Like the morning
tour, the afternoon tour began with a short walk from
the parking lot up to the Rollins House, again for a pano-
ramic view of the area. After a brief reading of some
highlights from the Army Official Records, the group

See BLOOD ON THE RAILS, Page 11
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BLOOD ON THE RAILS
[Continued from Page 10]

followed rather closely the attack line of two North Caro-
lina Brigades (Kirkland’s Brigade and Cooke’s Brigade)
both of which were part of A.P. Hill's Third Corps. Prior
to leaving the vicinity of the Rollins house each member
was given a copy of the map: Bristoe Station Walking
Trails, which is published by the Civil War Preservation
Trust. The map illustrates many of the points of interest
pertinent to the Battle of Second Bristoe. Mike Miller
once again demonstrated his in-depth knowledge of the
military actions that occurred on this hallowed ground
and pointed out not only the skirmish points, but also
such human-interest items as the Confederate cemeter-
ies. Unlike First Bristoe, this time it was the Confeder-
ates who had to proceed in the open field against a well-
protected enemy. (The Federals enjoyed the cover pro-
vided by a railroad bed). A contributing factor in the
Yankees’ success was A.P. Hill's failure to reconnoiter
the Federal positions. Moreover, this time the Federal
forces had artillery support, a valuable asset they lacked
during the first battle. Conversely, Confederate person-
nel losses were very heavy, and they also suffered the
loss of some invaluable supplies and equipment includ-
ing five artillery pieces. It was here that Robert E. Lee,
disappointed with the performance of A.P. Hill during
this battle, was quoted as saying to General Hill: “Well,
well General, bury these poor men and let us say no
more about it.” The tour concluded approximately at
2:30 P.M., and the members of the group returned to
their vehicles having once again capitalized on one of
the many benefits afforded to Civil War enthusiasts liv-
ing in or near the national capital area.

On a personal note, as the afternoon wore on
and both the temperature and humidity rose, I couldn’t
help empathizing with the plight of those brave men who
fought on these grounds in bygone years. The previous
Sunday I had donned my heavy wool re-enactor’s uni-
form, grabbed my ten-pound Sprindfield rifle and accou-
trements, marched approximately a mile in similar
weather conditions, and charged “The Wall” at Gettys-
burg as a private in the Army of Northern Virginia,
Company “D”, 28" Virginia Voluntary Infantry Regiment.
Less than six hours after having gallantly “died” on the
field of battle, I had showered, changed into clean
clothes, and was enjoying the pleasures afforded by a
hot meal and cool drinks in the comforts of my own
home. How did these people, suffering from hunger and
thirst, bitten by insects and covered by wood ticks, find
the strength to carry on in battle against opposing fire?
They were truly remarkable men.

Tour participants included: Nancy Anwyll, Charlie
Balch, Mike Block, David Born, Effie Bumbaca, Dom
Bumbaca, Ron Colan, Saundra Cox, Howard Ewing, Sil-
via Holy, Jerry Holy, Ken Jones, Victoria Kennedy, Dale
Maschino, John McAnaw, Brian McEnany, Patrick
McGinty, Jim Meagher, Mike Miller, Randy Moller, Rose
Nelson, Rob Orrison, John Pearson, Bud Porter, Patrick
Quinn and Jeff Russell.

CIVIL WAR TRAVELS
WITH MS. REBELLE
Fort Vancouver, Washington

By Janet Greentree

Ms. Rebelle went off to the Pacific Northwest the
first week of June and managed to find some Civil War
related sites to share with you. My youngest daughter,
Melanie, lives in Portland, OR so in addition to a road
trip around the state, she took me to Fort Vancouver in
Vancouver, Washington to see Officers Row and the
Fort.

Fort Vancouver was part of the Hudson Bay
Company if you can believe that. It was also known as
Columbia Barracks, Fort Vancouver, or Vancouver Bar-
racks. Dr. John McLoughlin was sent to find a location
for the fort around 1825. He was the Fort’s first man-
ager and would later be called the “Father of Oregon.”
The site he selected was close to the Willamette River
(pronounced Will-LAM-ette), where the land was flat,
and there was access to the Columbia River. In 1849
the U.S. Army established a post just north of the Fort,
and it was the first military post in the Pacific Northwest.
It was used for trading, so no money changed hands.
The Fort was named for Captain George Vancouver and
is located on the northern bank of the Columbia River.
In its heyday, it housed over 600 people from 30 Indian
tribes to Hawaiians, French-Canadians, English, and the
Scots. It became the Vancouver National Monument in
June, 1948. The stockade was reconstructed as well as
several buildings. Some knowledgeable docents tell the
history of the Fort for visitors.

In 1879 the name of the post was changed to
Vancouver Barracks and is still known as that today. It
still houses some of the U.S. Army. We saw the bar-
racks and parade field. Pearson Airfield is located there
as well and is one of the oldest operating airfields in the
u.S.

There are three houses on Officers Row of inter-
est. World War II General George C. Marshall occupied
one of them. The other two houses were the homes of
Generals U.S. Grant and 0.0. Howard. Grant didn't ac-
tually live in the house but he did live in a log cabin on
the same site, and it is incorporated in the present day
house. The houses are magnificent old structures. Gen-
eral 0.0. Howard’s house was named for him as the
home’s first inhabitant. Grant was stationed at the Fort
in the 1850s as a Quartermaster. He spent 15 months
as the regimental Quartermaster of the post. His house
was called the Quartermaster’s Ranch and was a large
two-story home with a porch on three sides and high
ceilings. The house was made in New England and
shipped around Cape Horn in sections. When he re-
turned to the Fort in 1879, after his Presidency, the pre

See MS. REBELLE, Page 12
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MS. REBELLE
[Continued from Page 11]

sent day house was built in his honor. His house is the
oldest building remaining on Officer's Row. For a time it
was the Officers Club but now it is a restaurant. A nice
young man gave us a tour and showed us Grant’'s desk
upstairs. Ms. Rebelle got to sit at his desk.

|
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Grant was sent there in 1852 with the 4™ Infan-
try Regiment when he was a 30-year old Brevet Captain
In addition to his duties as Quartermaster, he found
time to try to go into business for himself on the side.
He and his fellow officers tried several things, but like
most of Grant’s business ventures, they didn’t pan out.
He tried cutting up the ice on the Columbia River and
shipping it to San Francisco but it melted enroute. He
tried to send cattle and pigs to San Francisco but that
too failed. One of the docents told us about his stab at a
potato garden. He tried very hard to grow potatoes but
didn’t succeed in that venture either. The Columbia
River flooded his garden and his potatoes rotted. He did
start growing his beard at the Fort. Grant missed his
family terribly, and his time at the Fort was the start of
his drinking to compensate for not being with his be-
loved wife Julia and the children. He did have one “first”
to his credit. Grant, and future General Rufus Ingalls,
were the first people to walk across the frozen Columbia
River in January, 1853.

The first thing I do when going to a new place is
research to see who of interest is buried there. I came
across two of the 16™ New York Cavalry who captured
John Wilkes Booth and Davy Herold at the Garrett Barn
in Port Royal, Virginia. I imagine the large sum of
money ($1,683.70) both of them received made the trip
across the country to the Pacific Northwest easier to ac-
complish. They are not buried in the same cemetery but
both are in Portland. It's just fascinating to me that
both of them ended up there. It makes you wonder if
they knew each other were there.

Private John W. Millington, Company H, 16™ New
York Cavalry is buried in the Grand Army of the Potomac
Cemetery. He was born on February 27, 1843 in New
York and died on November 11, 1914. He enlisted in
Plattsburg, New York as a private. He was one of the
two men who carried John Wilkes Booth out of the burn-
ing Garrett barn. His stone, as are many others in the
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cemetery, is flat to the ground. It was a little difficult
to find but one of my ‘findagrave’ friends met us there
and showed us the spot.

Private Emory Parady, also in Company H, 16"
New York Cavalry, is buried in Lincoln Memorial Park.
This cemetery is huge and on many, many acres of
land. I had a map but the sections werent clearly
marked so a stop at the office was a must. A nice
gentleman led the way to the Columbine Section
where Parady is buried. His tombstone reads in part:
“Member of the 16™ New York Cavalry, One of Twenty-
Six Enlisted Men Who Captured John Wilkes Booth, the
Assassin of President Abraham Lincoln.” Parady was
born in New York in 1844 and died on March 14, 1924
in Portland. Private Parady interviewed Davy Herold
when he surrendered at the Garrett Barn. He was a
shoemaker after the war.

This one is for our Ed Wenzel. Fort Stevens
guarded the mouth of the Columbia River, and is
named for our General Isaac Stevens, who was killed
at the Battle of Ox Hill or Chantilly. The Fort is located
in Warrenton, Oregon. This was my second venture
there. General Stevens was named the first Governor
of the Washington Territory in March, 1853. Fort Ste-
vens was open for 84 years from the beginning of the
Civil War to the end of World War II. The museum at
the park has a collection of Civil War items. The only
Civil War enclosed earthworks on the West Coast are
located at the site as well as gun batteries. There is a
magnificent shipwreck on the beach, the Peter Iredale,
which my daughter and I love to photograph.

So, there are Civil War adventures outside of
our Virginia. You just have to look for them. I must
say that Oregon is a most diverse and beautiful state.
It's pretty much only populated in the western third of
the state. There aren’t many towns or roads in the
eastern part of the state. We drove down to Crater
Lake where there was snow (that was the week it was
97 degrees here) on the ground and so much fog that
we never saw the lake. We saw the Painted Hills, the
Columbia River Gorge, lots of waterfalls, Mount Hood
(snow there too), many mountains, prairies, beaches,
and at least a million pine trees. At one point the ter-
rain was absolutely flat, and you could see 360 de-
grees to the horizon. My daughter and I had quite an
adventure together.
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In a Strange Country:
Longstreet in Tennessee

A Longstreet Society Seminar

Featuring: LTC Harold Knudsen, Dr Alexander
Mendoza, Dr G Kurt Piehler, Dr William Piston

Visit: Confederate Hall (Longstreet's HQ), Con-
federate Cemetery, National Cemetery, Mosby-
Hazen House, Fort Sanders, McClary Museum,
Campbell Station Battlefield.

Holiday Inn Select Downtown at the Convention
Center

Knoxville, TN
October 10, 11 & 12, 2008

For additional information see
www.longstreet.org.

To learn more call 770-539-9005.

28" Annual Fall
Civil War Mosby Bus Tour
September 20, 2008

Visiting various Mosby Sites
Sponsored by the Stuart - Mosby Historical Society

Tour Leaders will be

Don Hakenson & Gregg Dudding (with
special guest Tom Evans)

We will be leaving the Truro Rectory at
8:30 and will be visiting various sites in
Warrenton, Marshall, the Caleb Rector
House, Miskell’'s Farm & Herndon and

more (arriving back around 5-5:30).

$40 members of the Stuart-Mosby Historical Soci-
ety
$50 for non-members
To sign up for the tour contact

Don Hakenson at 703-971-4984 or email him
at dhakenson@cox.net

or contact

Gregg Dudding at wdudding@cox.net
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INTERESTED IN THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION?

BRCWRT member, Tim Duskin, is as interested in the
American Revolution as he is in the Civil War. In fact, for
the past three years he has served as President of the
American Revolution Round Table of the District of Co-
lumbia. The group currently meets at the Officer's Club
at Fort Myer, on the first Wednesday of the months of
September through spring. In addition to the American
Revolution, the entire period from the French and Indian
War to the War of 1812 is being covered.

For further information check out the ARRT website at
http://xenophongroup.com/patriot/arrt/arrt web.htm

DON'T FORGET TO NOTIFY OUR
TREASURER MARK KNOWLES IF
YOU HAVE AN EMAIL OR ADDRESS
CHANGE!

See newsletter mailer.

OFFICIAL DEDICATION OF THE
OX HILL BATTLEFIELD PARK

LABOR DAY, SEPTEMBER 1
10:00 A.M.

CEREMONY, INFANTRY DRILLS,
AND DEMONSTRATIAONS

Monument Drive &
West Ox Road

SPONSORED BY THE FAIRFAX
COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY.

For further information,
contact Judy Pedersen, FCPA Public Informa-
tion Officer at 703-324-8662
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