deeking to Hecover
Forgotten Soldiers

Volunteers Hunt for Long-Lost Graves

By Livoa Wurrres
Tasnsngon Past Stff Wrizer

The tired land, where genera-
tipns struggled to grow wheat and
corn on the packed clay of the
Dodd Farm, holds its secrets well.
The farmers are long gone, having
left behind hundreds of rough
acres where black snakes slither
through tall stands of goldenrod
and Queen Anne's lace.

Twenty men and women gath-
ered at the farm in Bristow yester-
day to harvest those secrets,
trudging through thick weeds and
scouting under the tall oaks. They
were hunting for the lost graves of
forgotten Confederate soldiers
who died there in the Civil War,

Until the 1980s, there was little
need to worry about the battle-
fields, campgrounds and field
cemeteries scattered throughout
rural Yirginia because many were
as they had been left when the war
ended in 1865, undisturbed ex-
cept for farming.

That has changed as farmland
has been snatched up by devel-
opers eager to meet the demand
[or new housing in Northern Vir-
ginia.

Residential  development is
what brought Robert “Red” Bar-
hour, a longtime member of the
Sons of Confederate Veterans of
Roanocke and chairman of the
graves project, and others to the
old farm on Route 28, just south

of Manassas.

For Barbour, the need Lo see the
graves protected was powerful,

“These are soldiers who served
their country,” he said. “Their
country was their state, and for
many of them, they were up here
in Virginia 10 keep the war away
from their families in Texas and
Alabama. We can'tlel their graves
be bulldozed.”

[n this case, developer Centrax
Homes doesn't warnt graves dis-
turbed either. Rather than fight
the preservationists for years,
Centrax took the virtually unprec-
edented step of selling the 127
acres of land historians say con-
tains many of the graves to the
Civil War Preservation Trust.

In addition. Barbeour was given
120 days—until Nov. 1l—to
search the land that will be devel-
oped for any additional graves.
Yesterday was the first of those
searches.  Although  Barbour
raised 37,000 to pay for thermal
imaging and ground radar to aid
the search, archaeologist Patrick
O'Neill is the one who will deter-
mine where the graves are, using
a four-foot probe.

O’Neill paused yesterday momn-
ing at a leaf-filled depression be-
tween two tall maples, checked to
see that it was on an east-west ax-
is—because graves usually face
the rising sun—and shoved his
metal probe into the ground.

“Hard there, must be a root,” he

Search for Civil War Graves

The search for Civil War dead at Dodd Farm in Bristow began
vesterday and will continue until Nov. 11, when the land will

be turned over to developers.

Civil War battles, skirmishes
and other events took place
on this ground, Among them:

August-September, 1861
Camp Jones was 3 confederate
hospital ser ug at this location
fallowing the battle of First
Manassas; many died of disease
as well 2s wounds and are
assumed Lo be buried here.

Spring 1862:

Unien troops camped here. and
the graves fiom Camp Jones wera
neted in letters home.
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Volunteer Mark Knowles looks at a site believed to be a mass grave, marked so it can be spetted from a helicopter using thermal imaging to locate graves.

said. “Hard here too. May be a
rock.”

Then the probe siid three feet
into earth before hitting a hard
surface,

“We may have something here,”
he said.

There may be as many as 500
graves on.the land that was used
during the war for campgrounds
and as a travel route for troops on
both sides along a single-lane dirt
road that ran through the farm
and two battles. All the graves
that are found will be marked, and
a monument to the soldiers will be
built.

Some of the North Carclina and
Alabarma troops who fought in the
First. Battle of Manassas got 1y
phoid fever from tainted water at
the battlefield and moved their
camp. to the Dodd Farm. They
called the place Camp Jones, but
it was later referred to as the “Por-
tals of Hell” hecause of the muﬂ'dy
conditions and inadequate med-
ical care the soldiers received. Ina
letter home, one soldier told his
wife, “the sick were allowed to
wallow in mud and shift for them-
selves,”

The next vear, a Union brigade
camped there and noted, “two
small enclosures were Lutnted
and 128 graves, and all who had
died within a few days of each oth-
er, the majority from the 25th Lo
the 28th of August.”

The two sides met again at Lhe

tle Creek for a stream LTuns

along one side of the farm. Thirty
southerners died at that engade-
ment and are presumed buried on
the farm.

The biggest battle on the site
was the Battle of Bristoe Station
on Oct. 14, 1863, when two bri-
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Robert “Red"” Barbour. 3 member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans of Roanoke, is in charge of the graves project.

lUnion report. Barbour said he be-
Heves Union saldiers buried those
dead in a mass grave on the farm.

Barbour and the other volun-
teers are searching for unmarked
graves, but at one time. the graves
of the Alabama soldiers whr died
at Camp Jones had markers—first
cedar st and later engraved
stones, In a letter to Confederate
Veteran mag in 1909, ]
Coleman of R ide, Ala., said
ne returned io Bristoe Station to
pay his respects to comrades who
were buried there.
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small space, but she refused to 4o
s0, assuring me, however,
soil over which our loved o
shall never be tilled as long
is spared upon the earth.

He made an appeal for stopes to

replace the wooden stakes, and
apparently he suce betause
for many years the grives were
marked prop

When Barbour first visiied the
farm in 1995, he was told the
stones had been removed
relic hunters awav from the ceme
tery.
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