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Battle of Bristoe Station

Anniversary Weekend

Join County Historians for Special In-Time
Walking Tours and Evening Luminary for the
last Civil War battle in Prince William County.

Saturday and Sunday Friday, October 14
Oct. 15-16 In-Time Walking
Bristoe Station Tours
Anniversary Weekend 3pm-6pm
1 lam-4pm Special tours will follow:

st Minnesota
27th North Carolina
l4th Connecticut

Saturday, October 15

Bristoe Luminary
Spm

All tours are FREE
IF'or more information
Please call:
703-366-3049

CHECKUSOUT!

n www. facehook l-n.n/"lvwlutu."c
Fwitter: G pwhpt '
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Bristoe 1n the Civil War

» Camp Jones: Summer/ Fall 1861
» Battle of Kettle Run: August 27, 1862
» Battle of Bristoe Station: October 14, 1863

» Pennsylvania Reserves Camp: Winter 1863-64



Battle of Kettle Run




Battle of Bristoe Station

. N : :
BATTLE OF BRISTOW, OCT. 14th, 1863,
THIRD BRIGADE, 8p DIV., 2D CORPS.

Selzing the Raullroad Cut,

i







Bill Backus and Robert Orrison
Froecwond b 1 Vachad Milr
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The Bristoe Stanon Campaign,
Ocrober 9-19, 1863
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Official Records of the War of the Rebellion

» After Action Report from commanding officer
» Written a few weeks to a few months later
» No standard format

» Officer casualties meant different view points



No. 24,

Report of Lieut. Col. Charles G. Freudenberg, Fifty-second New
Yprk Infantry.

NEAR CENTREVILLE, VA,
October 17, 1863,

CAPTAIN: In obedience to circular from hesdquarters First Divis-
jon, 1 have the honor to report that this regiment broke camp near
the Rapidan at 4.30 a. m., Saturday, October 10, 1863, and marched
to the Eulpo?er road, where it joined the brigade, with which it has
participated in all the recent movements,

Early on the morning of the lith of October, ut Auburn, the
regiment resting in two lines, the men engaged in cooking their
breakfast, the enemy’s artillery suddenly and, unox‘foo(odly o
fire, occasioning a loss of 2 enlisted men killed and 5 enli men
wounded, Line of battle was immediately formed and the regiment
withdrawn behind the crest of the hill.  The enemy’s fire ceasing,
the regiment changed front, when shortly after another battery
opened a severe and well-directed fire, wounding 2 enlisted men,
About 10 a. m. the mﬁiment moved off by the flank under the
onom{s artillery fire, halting on the road on several occasions to
form line of battle,

About 2 p. m. it arrived at Bristoe Station, where a spirited en-

ment was at the time progressing, and it was pla in line of

tle on the rear crest of the railroad track, ready for action. Here

it was Capt. William Scherrer was wounded by a piece of shell and

1 enlixmad1 man killed. After dark the regiment fell in and moved

off by the flank, arriving near its present camping ground toward
morning.

The conduct of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and enlisted
men deserves creditable mention, of the latter over 600 being con-
scripts, with only about 80 veterans. They bore the fatigue of the
sovere marches admirably, and acted under fire better could
have bfon expected of recruits. e S A

remain, captain, very res y, your obedient servant,
pecé. G. FYREUDENBERG.
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Fifty-second New York Vols.

Capt. GrorGE W. JONES,
Acting Assistant Adjulant-General. -




Reports of Col. Clinton D. MacDougall, One hundred and eleventh
New York Infaniry.

HpQrs. 111TH REGIMENT NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS,
Camp at Mitchell’'s Ford, Va., October 17, 1863.

CapTAIN: I have the honor to report that on the night of the 13th
instant the One hundred and eleventh Regiment New York Volun-
teers encamped with the brigade in the woods near Little Auburn,
and early on the morning of the 14th instant, with the brigade, under
command of Brigadier-General Owen, took up the line of march by
the right flank, but had proceeded but a short distance beyond the
village when the enemy were discovered on the left of the column
on the hills commanding the road. Companies A and H were sent
forward as skirmishers, and the regiment deployed in line of battle,
on the left of the brigade, on the hill, in front of a battery of the
enemy which had opened fire upon us. The enemy were driven
back, when the regiment was marched with the brigade to a field on
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OPERATIONS IN N, €, VA, W, VA, MD, AXD PA, [Ous X2

438
of my situation. Lieutenant Wallace informs me that be saw the
enemy roll off the guns by hand in a few minutes after they were
‘l'bm!h.pd:i of Rice both disabled, havi
were
their axles broken mcm.mlﬁwnd. One was d
dh‘on!huﬁmcho(lbo i the other

Joss,
I am, captain, very rmpectfully, your ohediont servant,
o - ,D. G. McINTOSH,

Capt. W. N. Sranxs, T
meMﬂndAmw

No. 108,
) J. E. h» C. A !
Reports of Maj. Gen. o“e.,"&‘wrl.c&lmy commanding

Brexiaxp, Va.,
Ovlober 20, 1863,
Gexenal: After offering some considerable resistance to the ad-
vance of thmnyuu::sdm , in accordance with the
of Major-General Lee, nﬂmiwithllnm ‘s division
bﬁuolbomd unti]l within 24 miles of Warrenton, in
order that Major-Genoral Lee, coming from Auburn, might have an
opportunity to attack the enemy in flank and rear, The plan
suoomaful,” The esemy followed slowly and cautiously after
toa's division, when, on hearing Major-General Lee's guus on their

I pressed upon thom v in front. They ot first re-
my attack stu . but once tiroken the routl was
I pursued them from within 3 miles of Warrenton to
the horms at full spoed the whole distance, the enemy
in great confusion. MajorG attacked them in
just below Bucklnmd
We eaptured about 200 prisonces, 8§ wagons and ambulances,

arms, horses, and equipments.




Other Primary Accounts

» Newspapers
+ Journals/Diaries
o Letters

» Regimental Histories
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1863

Oct 14 The boys reported that the enemy are right upon us some
claiming that both sides got water from the same source.
We started this AM very early and as soon as we were moving
the enemy commenced to drop shells in our ranks. We forded
the river and charged their battery, capturing it and some
prisoners, clearing the road. We at once started again, the
enemy following us as close as they dare, came out on the
RR at Cattlets Station and followed the RR going north.
About 2 AM heard sounds of artillery firing directly in our
road and were doublequicked to Broad Run where we crossed
and were given the order to move by the Left Flank and on
looking up saw the enemy moving toward us on the double quick
each side trying to get to the RR first where there was a
big cut. We arrived first and get the position which we held
advancing through a piece of pine woods capturing 5 pieces
of artillery and a large number of prisoners. Learned the
name of this place is Bristoe Station. As soon as it was
dark we retreated carrying off all our wounded. Having had
2 battles today capturing 8 pieces of artillery beside
prisoners from a force who has chasing us.

15 Crossed Bull Run early this morning after being on the road
all night and formed our lines on the heights to receive
attack which was given about 5 PM but amounted to nothing
as we were ready to receive them.

16 All quiet on our front today but there has been some heavy
firing toward the Gap.






NEW YORK, MONDAY OCTOBER 10, 1803 -TRIPLE SHEET.

THE VICTORY AT BRISTOE.

Map of the Battle Fiold of Broad Run, or Bristos, October 14, 1863, Drawn on
the Spot by Mr. F. G. Chapman.
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TLE OF BRISTOW, OCT. 14th,
THIRD BRIGADE, 8D DIV., 2D CORPS.
Seizing the Railroad Cut.
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Other Sources

» Landscape
» Archaeology
» Oral History

» Memoirs



Lee-Hill Exchange

» “Well, well General, bury these poor men and let us
say no more about it”

» Five different accounts of the exchange:
» Long

» Heth

» Poague

» Hotchkiss

» Seymour



Lee-Hill Exchange

» Armistead Long’s Memoirs of Robert E. Lee

» Published in 1886

» Promoted and commanded the 2" Corps Artillery

» Probably not near Lee



Lee-Hill Exchange

» Henry Heth’s memoirs
» “General, bury your dead”
» Heth included himself in the scene

» Poor performance



Lee-Hill Exchange

» William Poague

» “One who was near enough to hear what passed told
me that General Lee’s reply was ‘General Hill, I think
you had better attend to the burying of your dead,’
and that he was evidently not pleased with Hill's
management of the affair.”



Lee-Hill Exchange

» Jediah Hotchkiss

- “Gen. Lee and staff, accompanied by Gen. Early and
staff, rode up to the vicinity of the engagement,
where Gen. Lee, ascertaining what had happened,
reproached Gen. Hill in most bitter terms for the
manner in which he had brought on this
engagement, and for the horrible results that had
followed, displaying a great deal of bitter feeling in
what he said to Gen. Hill.”



Lee-Hill Exchange

» Capt. William Seymour
October 15, 1863

“The General seemed to be in no good humor and casting a
glance over the field thickly strewed with dead
Confederates sharply rebuked Gen. Hill to send
immediately for his pioneer corps to bury his unfortunate
dead. Gen. Hill recognized a rebuke in the tone and
manner of his commander and replied, ‘this is my fault,
General.” ‘Yes,” said Lee, ‘it is your fault; you committed a
great blunder yesterday; your line of battle was too short,
too thin, and your reserves were too far behind.” Poor Hill,
he appeared deeply humiliated by this speech.”




Questions?




